Office of New York State Senate Democratic Conference Leader John L. Sampson

409 Legislative Office Building
Albany, NY 12247
Fax: (518) 426-6806
Office of New York State Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver

932 Legislative Office Building
Albany, NY 12248
Fax: (518) 455-5459


Dear 

Democratic Conference Leader John Sampson, Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver and Members of the New York State Legislature:
On April 27th, 2009, Governor Patterson proposed a destructive item in his revised budget to fill the $9 billion budget gap, which will raise the Other Tobacco Product from the already high 46% to an outrageous 90%. As an adult who voluntarily chooses to enjoy other tobacco products, I am extremely concerned about this tax proposal. 
As a taxpayer and supporter of small businesses, I fear that this proposal and its potential unintended consequences will force many Professional Tobacconist retailers out of business and create additional unemployment. Additionally, the state will NOT generate revenue from sales of these products, as consumers will unfortunately choose to purchase these products on-line, through mail order, and generally speaking, other underground sources. 
This is unconscionable considering the current state of our fragile economy.

I hope that you join me in support the hundreds of hard-working small business owners in New York State that operate Professional Tobacconist retail shops.
Again, thank your time and taking my serious concerns into consideration.
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